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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT REGULATION —  
INDUSTRY REGULATION COMPLIANCE PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.05 pm]: I wish to inform the house of the 
compliance activities and positive outcomes achieved by the Department of Environment Regulation, formerly 
the Department of Environment and Conservation, during its 2012–13 industry regulation compliance program, 
which is the third annual program it has delivered. DER’s annual program comprises a range of proactive 
compliance programs targeting a variety of industrial activities, such as activities prescribed under part V of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986, controlled waste transportation, specific industry sectors and other 
regulations administered by the department. The intention is to engage with industry to ensure compliance, to 
proactively address noncompliance in collaboration with industry, and to enforce compliance as necessary. In 
2012–13, the department conducted 745 proactive compliance inspections across the state, including 478 
prescribed premises, 138 controlled waste inspections, 49 industry sites and 80 special-risk inspections. I am 
very pleased to advise that industry engagement was positive throughout the 2012–13 program, and I have 
received supportive feedback from industry groups. Highlights for the year included DER working with the 
Pilbara resources sector to address statutory reporting compliance to ensure that accurate information was 
submitted within the correct time frame and in the appropriate manner. Guidelines for managing asbestos at 
construction and demolition waste recycling facilities were developed with the Department of Health to 
minimise the risk of contaminants in recycled road base. DER developed and implemented a compliance 
program to ensure suppliers of recycled road base were complying with the guidelines. Main Roads WA is now 
using recycled construction and demolition waste in major road projects, diverting a substantial portion of this 
material from landfill. Inspections of 350 industrial activities led to the cooperative management and 
rectification of issues to achieve or exceed compliance with statutory requirements. DER is developing a five-
year compliance management strategy in alignment with its re-engineering for industry regulation and 
environment program. The strategy will examine levels of compliance and develop mechanisms to ensure 
industry is aware of its obligations, and to promote operation beyond compliance to safeguard public health and 
the environment.  
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